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Climbers and skiers use th"isﬁf hole, cut through the ice, to reach the facilities or begin their journeys
atop lI'Aiguille du Midi - the Noon Needle - at 12,605 feet on the Mont Blanc Massif in Chamonix, a ski
town in France and site of the first Winter Olympics in 1924. Mere mortals — meaning Emily, Gordon
and me - get there by riding the world’s highest vertical ascent cable car, which climbs 9,210 feet from
the valley floor. The first ridge beyond is the France-Italy border.



A lone climber makes his way up the ridge from the Vallée Blanche (white valley) glacier to I'Aiguille
du Midi. Another climber is farther down the trail on the left edge of the picture. Take a four-minute
YouTube video walk down the ridge at https://youtu.be/GTv885GvNxo.



https://youtu.be/GTv885GvNxo
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http://bit.ly/2l8huy3

